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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (9.23 pm): The Labor government’s second budget is best 
characterised as a budget of raids, writedowns and rip-offs with no long-term cohesive economic plan 
to create jobs and grow the Queensland economy. This committee reviewed the budget for the Minister 
for Education and Minister for Tourism and Major Events and I wish to thank the parliamentary staff and 
departmental officials who participated in the hearings. In another display by Labor of its complete 
disregard for contractual arrangements, the committee heard that the contract for the Rugby League 
World Cup contained confidentiality provisions yet the member for Ashgrove may have breached the 
confidentiality clause by releasing information to the Courier-Mail on Saturday, 16 July.  

Ms JONES: I find those comments offensive and I ask them to be withdrawn. They have serious 
consequences. You shouldn’t play with this. I am already on the public record saying that I had not 
breached them. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! Could the minister please explain to me what 
she found personally offensive.  

Ms JONES: I find it personally offensive, after I have already been on the parliamentary record 
saying I had not breached confidentiality, that the honourable member just said I may have done so. I 
never did and I ask him to withdraw it. This has serious consequences. I find it offensive and I ask him 
to withdraw it.  

Miss BARTON: To the point of order, I do not wish to comment on earlier rulings because in 
earlier rulings you had not heard whether or not there was a personal reflection, but if the member for 
Beaudesert is making comments about the government— 

Ms Jones: It was not, it was about me.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please allow the member for Broadwater to speak.  

Miss BARTON: The member for Beaudesert is able to make reasonable comments on the basis 
of what had occurred in estimates and the issues that arose.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Broadwater, there is no point of order from you. I have 
asked the minister to explain why she found the comments personally offensive. I am satisfied with her 
explanation and I ask you to withdraw.  

Mr KRAUSE: I withdraw. What I will say is that major event proponents should not have their 
promotional and marketing plans gazumped by minister’s press releases and photo opportunities as it 
appears could have occurred this time. The LNP opposition raised the issue that under the minister’s 
watch Queensland had already lost the hosting rights for a State of Origin game to Perth and we believe 
that the allegations about confidentiality could threaten our ability to host a NRL grand final or other 
major events in the future. We say again that the error-prone Queensland Tourism Investment Guide—
I have version 5 here—is a thorn in the government’s side. The $8 billion AQIS resort is missing from 
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the Cairns pipeline of major tourism infrastructure. Just six small words were mentioned in the 
infrastructure guide. It is just a small $8 billion oversight. It is hard to keep track, but at the time of the 
estimates hearing the Queensland Tourism Investment Guide was up to version 5. I suspect version 6 
could soon be on the way. For a government that has spent more time reviewing than doing it is truly 
remarkable that the Queensland Tourism Investment Guide could be pulped again.  

The member for Ashgrove also admitted under LNP questioning that she did not even consult 
with the Treasurer about significant projects to be included in the Queensland Tourism Investment 
Guide. This raises some fairly serious questions about Labor’s commitment to seeing the AQIS resort 
development proceed in Cairns, a development worth an estimated $8 billion that will generate nearly 
4,000 jobs during construction and will become another international drawcard in Queensland. One 
would think that with 36,200 jobs lost in Queensland since January, an unemployment rate in Cairns 
that has increased to 8.6 per cent and youth unemployment so bad in Cairns that more than one in four 
young people cannot find a job, Labor would actually want to kickstart major tourism projects. Six words 
in the investment guide is not much of a plug for the project. In this dysfunctional, asleep-at-the-wheel 
government the tourism minister has not even consulted with the Treasurer, who also happens to be a 
member for the Cairns region, about the AQIS resort development.  

The estimates hearing highlighted these concerns. It also highlighted a significant amount of 
public money being invested in attracting major sporting events to Queensland with little clarity on how 
that money is actually spent. The opposition supports attracting major events to Queensland, but we 
also believe that it is critical that taxpayers get best value for money and it is incumbent upon the 
government to use taxpayers’ dollars wisely in an open and transparent manner. The lack of detail 
regarding major events funding that was provided at estimates makes it impossible to say whether 
Queenslanders are getting the best bang for their buck. The Brisbane Baroque Festival is a clear case 
in point. The media had reported issues around non-payment of musicians, performers and creditors 
following the 2016 event. This is an event which had attracted funding from Tourism and Events 
Queensland over a three-year contract period. Despite significant concerns around the event and 
whether it will continue in 2017, there was a distinct lack of information provided to the committee 
despite extensive questioning. The LNP believes that it is vitally important that, where public money is 
used to attract an event to Queensland, the many people who provide services with the expectation of 
receiving fair payment receive what they are owed. 

I will use my remaining time to move back to the AQIS development. The six words in the Tourism 
Investment Guide are not much of a plug for the project. If it was a real priority, the guide, put out with 
the imprimatur of the minister—it has her face on about page 4—would have gone into a bit more detail 
and made more of the project to encourage people to invest in North Queensland, because we have 
this wonderful opportunity coming through AQIS. However, the minister did not even consult with the 
Treasurer, who is one of the local members. It is not hard to see why it missed out in the Tourism 
Investment Guide. I look forward to version 6 of that guide coming out shortly. 

 


